Preface by David, Luis S.
preface 

Gestalt, a term in psychology, denotes the set of frames that convey 
the "facts;' both small and large, that unremittingly shape what we 
understand or believe about our world, what we recognize to be its 
perils and opportunities, what we accept as its cultural values. Some ofit 
has been arranged masterfully and conveyed to us by three remarkable 
newspapermen-public intellectuals really-who have developed 
much of their narrative power by training at the Ateneo, teaching in its 
classrooms, administering its programs and, even as their endeavors 
have brought them elsewhere, keeping in touch with an institution 
whose early and enduring effect upon them has been to deepen their 
overall commitment to see to it that justice gets done. These are Joaquin 
G. Bernas, Dean Emeritus and Professor at the Ateneo School of Law, 
Ambeth R. Ocampo, Former Chair and presently Professor at the 
Ateneo History Department, and Max V. Soliven, a 1950s alumnus of 
the Ateneo's journalism program, a recipient of its prestigious Ozanam 
Award, and generally acknowledged dean ofPhilippine journalism. On 
the idea that the terms they use to describe our world in their weekly 
or (in the case of Soliven) daily newspaper opinion pieces importantly 
determine the ways we take it, they have sought to shape the language 
and perfect the idiom that on these islands have been constitutive of a 
relatively self-aware and cohesive population paSSionately committed 
to democratic participation. They correct misconceptions, reduce 
confusion, punish deception, and on the whole give the public, not 
what it wants, but what it needs-and we are the stronger for it, and 
gratefuL 
[Editor's note: the newspaper columns contained herein have been 
edited for content, and reformatted, to suit the template of this journaL 1 
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